
Pawsitive Steps K9 
Pawsitive Training for Humans and their dogs! 

 
Housebreaking 101  

 
 
Because dog typically don’t like to soil where they sleep, crate training for housebreaking is the rule now a days and no longer the 
exception.  Your new puppy’s crate should literally be just large enough so your puppy can just turn around comfortably.  If there is 
enough room for them to eliminate in one area and curl up in the opposite end, you are inviting housebreaking problems.   
 
We recognize that certain breeds are harder to housebreak than others (Beagles, Doxies tend to be among the harder breeds) and that 
certain rearing situations tend to lead to further complications.  If throughout this process you have concerns, consider contacting your 
vet for a fecal test and/or a urinalysis.  Occassionally, it can be a medical condition and not the dog himself that is inhibiting the 
housebreaking progress.  The quicker you can either rule out or treat the medical condition, the quicker we can assist you in keeping 
bad habits from forming. 
 

1. Remember from class that one eye needs to be on your young pup at all times.  If you cannot be watching your puppy, he 
should be put in his crate.   

 
When you puppy is out of his crate, he should be allowed in the kitchen only, unless tethered to you.  If you must divide your 
attention between your puppy and other tasks (i.e. cooking dinner, etc), put the puppy back in the crate. 

 
2. When you take them out of the crate, take them outside - directly outside (do not pass go, do not collect the toys, you get the 

picture…). 
 

3. When taking them outside to do their “business” it can be helpful to use the same door every time.  Say “outside” as you 
open the door and proceed to the potty area with your dog ON HIS LEASH!  Remain quiet, do not coach them or ask them to 
do anything at this point.  Stand quietly for a minute or two, maximum. Do not WALK the dog.  Once your dog pees or 
poops, choose a word your family agrees on (ex. Pee, piddle, tinkle, etc.) and praise your pup “gooood pee” or “gooood do 
your business”.  Give your dog a small treat at this stage and/or play with him even if only for a few brief seconds (I know it 
is hard if you have to work and get out of the house to housebreak a puppy, but if you don’t do it who will?)  Never bring him 
directly back in and into his crate if he has gone, always buffer the times when you’ll need to put him back in rather quickly 
by a few seconds of fetch, etc. 

 
a. If your dog does NOT eliminate at this point, put your puppy back into his crate without saying a word.  Wait 10-15 

minutes and try again.  Continue until he goes.  If he doesn’t go, don’t assume he doesn’t have to go (you know 
what they say happens when you assume), HE DOES. 

 
 

4. When your puppy get a drink, follow by taking them IMMEDIATELY outside. 
 

5. If your dog has been playing inside for 10 minutes or so, take them out BEFORE they stop playing.  When they stop they will 
usually “remember” their sudden urge to pee and promptly go where they are standing.  Interupt their play and get them out, 
before the urge hits them. 

 
6. If you catch your pup about to squat or squatting, scoop them up quickly (but gently) and say “outside” and bring them to 

their spot outside. 
 
7. If your puppy has an accident, STOP! Slap yourself on the bottom! And ask yourself, “self, what was I thinking?”  Clean up 

the spot and say NOTHING to your dog.  NOTHING. ZIP. NADDA.  Scolding your dog because you messed up by not 
watching them creates a boatload of behavior problems!  They quickly learn that you and their elimination products are not a 
good combination.  And for Pete’s sake people, DO NOT, (WE REPEAT, DO NOT!!!)  RUB YOUR DOGS face in it.  No, 
we don’t care what your buddies at work told you to do.  It’s cruel and makes no sense to your dog.   

 
8. Avoid paper training as you are inadvertently teaching your dog it is OKAY to eliminate in the house. 

 
9. If you need additional help please ask. 

 
10. Lastly, remember that YOU get housebroken before your dog.  During your dog’s puppy hood 2-3 accidents are acceptable.  

Beyond that, the humans are undoubtedly giving the dog too much freedom too soon.  We are trying to prevent them form 
practicing the things we don’t want them to get good at.  Dogs get really good at house soiling, really quickly, if given the 
chance.  We know it is a lot of work!  Put the effort in and you’ll never regret it. 


